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Tualatin River Watershed Council
Meeting Minutes
April 2, 2025
7:00 – 8:30 pm

In Attendance:
Council Members
· Sara Burke Kral – Scholls Valley Nursery
· Peter Brandom – City of Cornelius
· Rich Van Buskirk – Pacific University
· Stephen Cruise – Washington County
· Tom Nygren – Washington County Small Woodlands Association
· Jon Pampush - NGO Representative
· Lisa Huntington – Clean Water Services
· Greg Mintz – Community Representative
· Maly Haghshenas – Joint Water Commission
· Rodney Jacobs – Stimson Lumber
· Mark Fitzsimons – Tualatin Riverkeepers

Guests
· Steph Beall - OR Dept. of Forestry
· Glen Leverich – Wolf Water Resources
· Nora Boylan – Wolf Water Resources
· Mickie Harshman
· Keith Naismith – Tualatin Soil and Water Conservation District

Staff
· Scott McEwen – TRWC
· Antonella Fillet - TRWC

1. Meeting Called to Order - Sara Burke Krall
7pm

2. Introductions 

3. Review and Approval of Agenda – Sara Burke Kral

· Approved	

4. Growth and Development Speaker Series - building resilience in urban and rural streams. Glen Leverich | principal geomorphologist, wolf water resources
Glen is a geomorphologist and licensed geologist with expertise in watershed assessment, environmental planning, geomorphic and hydrologic analyses, restoration planning, and regulatory permitting. Through his 25-year career, he has applied his technical, management, and communication skills to help various client types understand complex biophysical processes and arrive at science-forward, community-supported solutions to environmental resource management. Glen has played key roles in numerous project types and settings throughout the western U.S. in resolving preconceived conflicts between biophysical dynamics and anthropogenic activities by identifying natural resource assets that, through conservation or Restoration, can simultaneously benefit both ecological and land-use needs.
· Hydromodification 101
· Resilient Stream Corridors
· Using unit stream power at the basin and reach level
· Man-made alteration of water flowing through the landscape.
· Flashier system results in a simplified system
· Slow rise vs fast rise
Valley is susceptible to erosion due to fine grain sediment from Missoula Floods
Missoula Floods – 400’ elevation max flood
· Creeks have become very dissected with steep banks that calve off in blocks, (Anne McDonald) CWS geomorphologist

Impact actions:
· Veg removal, coarse sediment supply reduction, large wood removal, beaver extirpation, channel straightening, floodplain disconnected
· Consequences – concentrated flow – increased stream power, erosion, channel incision
· Stream Evolution Model – How streams respond to impact
· Widening vs Narrowing   Degradation vs Aggradation
· We get impacted streams and diminished ecosystem value – they get “stuck”
· Stage 0 recovery – aggradation and sediment supply
· Stage 8 recovery – relies on widening and roughening 
· Resilient Stream Corridors – how to absorb excess flow
· Using RCSs to decrease erosive energy
· High hydromodification risk map – location makes a difference
	How do we guide future development based where sensitive streams are located?
· Adding width makes a significant difference
· Balance development impact and stream resilience action
· Decision trees to determine what actions to take - yes/no
· How much space does it take to reconnect a flood plain – where can it take place as part of projects?
· What does stable mean? Is it something we want? – maybe static.	

5. Public Comment
Greg Mintz 
· 3,500 bills early in legislature, now down to 700 bills.
· Water rights, ground water quality
· Bills on invasive mussels – boat check stations - increase capacity, increase funding options
· Living with Beavers – grants for projects to help with co-existence

Antonella – Speaker series on early detection of invasive species using eDNA – June 4th, 10;00 – 12:00

6. Approval of March 2025 Minutes 
Reviewed and accepted

7. Adjourned at 8:30pm	
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